CLAIMS: 



1. A medical image capturing system comprising: 
a gantry apparatus for collecting imaging data of a subject; 

an operation console for sending an operation command to said gantry 
apparatus; and 

at least one server apparatus communicably connected to said operation 
console via a network; wherein 

said operation console comprises: 

a receiving device for receiving the collected imaging data from said 
- gantry apparatus; and 

a transrrutting device for transnutting said received imaging data to 
said server apparatus; and 

said server apparatus comprises: 

an image producing device for producing a medical image based on 
said imaging data transmitted from said operation console; and 

a transmitting device for transmitting said produced medical image 
to said operation console. 

2. The medical image capturing system of claim 1, wherein 

each said server apparatus comprises a separate image producing device 
for producing a medical image by a different algorithm based on said imaging 
data transferred from said operation console, and 

said operation console further comprises a selecting device for selecting a 
server apparatus to which said imaging data received by said receiving device is 
to be transferred. 

3. The medical image capturing system of claim 1, wherein said 
server apparatus further comprises a conveying device for conveying billing 
information concerning use of said image producing device to said operation 
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console. 

4. The medical image capturing system of claim 1, wherein said 
server apparatus further comprises a conveying device for conveying a medical 

5 image attached with an image representing the billing information concerning 
use of said image producing device to said operation console, 

5. The medical image capturing system of claim 3, wherein said 
billing information relates to a billing charge corresponding to the amount of 

10 data processed by said image producing device. 

6. The medical image capturing system of claim 3, wherein said 
billing information relates to a billing charge corresponding to the time required 
for the processing for producing said medical image by said image producing 

15 device. 

7. A server apparatus communicably connected via a network to 
an operation console for sending an operation command to a gantry apparatus 
for collecting imaging data of a subject, said server apparatus comprising: 

20 an image producing device for producing a medical image based on said 

imaging data transmitted from said operation console; and 

a transmitting device for transmitting said produced medical image to said 
operation console. 

25 8. The server apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: a 

conveying device for conveying billing information concerning use of said image 
producing device to said operation console. 

9. A method of controlling a medical image capturing system 
30 comprising a gantry apparatus for .collecting imaging data of a subject, an 
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operation console for sending an operation command to said gantry apparatus, 
and at least one server apparatus communicably connected to said operation 
console via a network, said method comprising: 

a method of controlling said operation console comprising: 
5 a receiving step of receiving the collected imaging data from said 

gantry apparatus; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting said received imaging data to said 
server apparatus; and 

a method of controlling said server apparatus comprising: 
10 an image producing step of producing a medical image based on said 

imaging data transmitted from said operation console; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting said produced medical image to 
said operation console. 

15 10. The method of controlling a medical image capturing system of 

claim 9, wherein 

said method of controlling each said server apparatus comprises a separate 
image producing step of producing a medical image by a different algorithm 
based on said imaging data transferred from said operation console, and 
20 said method of controlling said operation console further comprises a 

selecting step of selecting a server apparatus to which said imaging data received 
at said receiving step is to be transferred. 

11. The method of controlling a medical image capturing system of 
25 claim 9, wherein said method of controlling said server apparatus further 

comprises a conveying step of conveying billing information concerning use of 
said image producing step to said operation console. 

12. The method of controlling a medical image capturing system of 
30 claim 9, wherein said method of controlling said server apparatus further 
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comprises a conveying step of conveying a medical image attached with an 
image representing the billing information concerning use of said image 
producing step to said operation console. 

13. The method of controlling a medical image capturing system of 
claim 11, wherein said billing information relates to a billing charge 
corresponding to the amount of data processed by said image producing device. 

14. The method of controlling a medical image capturing system of 
claim 11, wherein said billing information relates to a billing charge 
corresponding to the time required for the processing for producing said medical 
image at said image producing step. 



